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Some Preliminaries

I You can download these slides and all relevant files at:
I http://rachaelkhinkle.com/research.html

I To run the examples on your own you will need:
I Python and Jupyter (both included in Anaconda)

I Install Anaconda (www.anaconda.com)

I Jupyter Notebook is a handy way to run Python code

I Go to Terminal/Command Line and type:
jupyter notebook

I Open the file named “HinklePyDemoSPSA2018.ipynb”
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General Steps

1. Read in each separate .txt file.

2. Split each document into a chunk for each citation.

3. Track relevant metadata for each citation.

4. Parse citation chunk to extract desired info.

5. Export one row per citation to .csv file with all variables.
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Input: Raw Text File
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Output: Spreadsheet with Citations

Hinkle Processing Citation Data 4



General Overview
Python Code

Setup: Set directory, Load modules, Read in raw data
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Create empty .csv file and name variables
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I Extract precedent citation (from filename)

I Extract citing court (or other source)
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Extract Citation Blocks

What citation blocks look like (one per line)
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Write row to .csv file for each citation
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Thank You.
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